FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
something different that makes her independence worth
asserting ?
These are questions that few Englishmen, in the latter
part of the seventeenth century, would have been capable
of answering. In the high triumph of Puritanism it had
seemed plain enough, to men like Cromwell and Milton,
that England's special mission was to stand forth before
the world as the inspired champion of the Protestant
cause, " even to the reforming of Reformation itself."
But under the auspices of the Merry Monarch, such
language would have been too remote from life to have
been even funny. The connection with the Geneva
International was finally severed ; the good old cause
had gone to the scaffold with the regicides.
But because the extremists on one side had been put
down, it did not mean that those on the other had got in
the saddle and would ride the nation. The noisy and
bloody debate of the Civil War had, in fact, resulted in a
patched-up compromise that had left the whole issue
of who should be effective Sovereign of the country, still
to be decided. In outward form, the old Tudor monarchy
had been triumphantly re-established, but with this
important difference, that outside the Church, all the
extra supports it had borrowed from the principle of
Roman Law were knocked away, and Parliament, from
being, in principle, summoned to "order and settle"
the national business on occasions of special emergency,
had now established itself as a continuously active, if
not a senior partner, in the State, meeting year by year
as a matter of normal routine, and capable at any time
of putting irresistible pressure on the Crown.
But what was Parliament ? To understand this is to
know who had really won the Civil War. For that struggle,
long before it had closed, had got as completely out of the
control of the original combatants as that of the legendary
frogs and mice. Plutocrats like Hampden and his associ-
ates had never bargained to pull down the King in
order to put the Major-Generals and the Saints of God in
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